
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 
THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TOWN OF MINT HILL, NORTH CAROLINA 
JUNE 9, 2022 

 
The Board of Commissioners of the Town of Mint Hill met in regular session on Thursday, June 
9, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. in the John M. McEwen Assembly Room, Mint Hill Town Hall. 
 

ATTENDANCE 
Mayor: Brad Simmons 
Commissioners: Dale Dalton, Twanna Henderson, Patrick Holton and Tony Long 
Town Attorney: Kevin Bringewatt 
Town Manager: Brian L. Welch 
Deputy Town Manager: Lee Bailey 
Town Engineer: Steve Frey 
Police Chief: Joseph Hatley 
Deputy Fire Chief: John Phillips 
Finance Director: Naida Sergel 
Town Clerk: Michelle Wells  
 

CALL TO ORDER, INVOCATION AND PLEDGE 
 
Mayor Simmons called the meeting to order, ruled a quorum present and the meeting duly 
constituted to carry on business. Following the invocation offered by Commissioner Long, Mayor 
Simmons led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 
Addition, Deletion or Arrangement of Agenda Items: None. 
 
Approve Minutes of the April 19, 2022 Called Meeting and May 12, 2022 Regular Meeting: 
Upon the motion of Commissioner Long, seconded by Commissioner Dalton, the Board 
unanimously approved the minutes as presented. 
 
Consent Agenda: (A) Accept May Tax Collector’s Report; (B) Authorize Town Manager to 
Execute Contract with Carolina Cajun Concrete, Inc. for Sidewalk Construction in the 
Amount of $125,000; and, (C) Accept May Treasurer’s Reports and Financials:  Upon the 
motion of Commissioner Long, seconded by Commissioner Dalton, the Board unanimously 
approved the Consent Agenda. 
 
Public Hearing on the Town of Mint Hill Budget for Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2023: Town 
Manager Welch presented the Manager’s proposed budget for FY23 and provided the following 
totals per fund: General Fund, $22,684,788; Powell Bill Fund $769,000; Storm Water Fund 
$540,703; Infrastructure Fund $50; Tourism Fund $325,150; Police Department Drug Forfeiture 
Fund $50; and, ARPA $8,800,000. The total proposed budget was $33,119,741. The proposed tax 



rate for the upcoming budget year was $.255 cents per $100 valuation and the $10 registered motor 
vehicle fee would remain the same. 
 
There being no questions from the Board, Mayor Simmons opened the public hearing on the Town 
of Mint Hill Budget for Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2023. 
 
There being no comments from the Public, the Mayor closed the public hearing on the Town of 
Mint Hill Budget for Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2023. 
 
Public Comments: None. 
 
Alzheimer’s Disease Proclamation: Mayor Simmons read the following proclamation: 
 
WHEREAS, during June, National Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness Month focuses on making 
the public aware of the disease among the U.S. population; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Alzheimer’s Disease (AD), also referred to simply as Alzheimer’s, is a chronic 
neurodegenerative disease that affects approximately 1 in every 2 families in the U.S. with 5.7 
million Americans being diagnosed; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Alzheimer’s is the most common form of dementia, a general term for memory loss 
and other cognitive abilities serious enough to interfere with daily life, worsens over time, 
accounting for 60 to 80 percent of dementia cases; and, 
 
WHEREAS, every 65 seconds someone in the United States develops Alzheimer’s disease and 
by 2050 an estimated 14 million Americans will have Alzheimer’s; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the greatest known risk factor is increasing age, and most people with Alzheimer’s 
are 65 and older; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Alzheimer’s is not just a disease of old age.  Approximately 200,000 Americans 
under the age of 65 have younger on-set Alzheimer’s disease; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Alzheimer’s is the sixth leading cause of death in the United States.  Those with 
Alzheimer’s live an average of eight years after their symptoms become noticeable to others, but 
survival can range from 4 to 20 years, depending on age and other health conditions; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Alzheimer’s has no current cure but treatment for symptoms are available and 
research continues and today there is a worldwide effort to find better ways to treat the disease, 
delay its onset and prevent it from developing; and, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Brad Simmons, Mayor of the Town of Mint Hill, North Carolina, hereby 
proclaim June as 

ALZHEIMER DISEASE AWARENESS MONTH 
Throughout Mint Hill and urge all our citizens to support the search for a cure and assist those 
individuals and families who deal with this challenging disease on a daily basis.  



 
Witness my hand and seal of the Town of Mint Hill this 9th day of June 2022. 
 
Discussion and Decision on #ZC22-1, Filed by Hatisha Mike, Conditional Rezoning to 
Request a Change in Zoning from Residential to Residential (CD) to Allow a Residential 
Assisted Living for Seniors, for Property Located at 8025 Wilson Woods Drive, Tax Parcel 
Number 137-07-624:  The applicant requested a deferral. 
 
Discussion and Decision on Public Hearing on the Town of Mint Hill Budget for Fiscal Year 
Ending June 30, 2023: Upon the motion of Commissioner Long, seconded by Commissioner 
Dalton, the Board unanimously approved the Town of Mint Hill Budget for Fiscal Year Ending 
June 30, 2023. The budget included the following totals per fund: General Fund, $22,684,788; 
Powell Bill Fund $769,000; Storm Water Fund $540,703; Infrastructure Fund $50; Tourism Fund 
$325,150; Police Department Drug Forfeiture Fund $50; and, ARPA $8,800,000. The total 
proposed budget was $33,119,741. The proposed tax rate for the upcoming budget year was $.255 
cents per $100 valuation and the $10 registered motor vehicle fee would remain the same. 
 
Discussion on Staggered Terms for the Mint Hill Mayor and Board of Commissioners: Town 
Attorney Bringewatt referenced the Town Charter; specifically, Section 3.4. 
 
Sec. 3.4. - Terms; qualifications; vacancies. 
(a) Except for the initial terms of office hereinbefore specified, the members of the board of 
commissioners shall serve for terms of two (2) years, beginning the day and hour of the 
organizational meeting following their election, as established by ordinance in accordance with 
this Charter; provided, they shall serve until their successors are elected and qualify. 
(b) No person shall be eligible to be a candidate or be elected as a member of the board of 
commissioners, or to serve in such capacity, unless he is a resident and a qualified voter of the 
town. 
(c) If any elected commissioner shall refuse to qualify, or if there shall be any vacancy in the 
office of commissioner after election and qualification, the remaining members of the board shall 
by majority vote appoint some qualified person to serve for the unexpired term. Any 
commissioner so appointed shall have the same authority and powers as if regularly elected. 
State Law reference— Organizational meeting, G.S. 160A-68. 
 
Town Attorney Bringewatt stated the Board had spoken about the topic at the January retreat.  
Town Attorney Bringewatt stated public input would be solicited and then a decision would be 
reached to amend the Town Charter to ensure continuity in every two-year election.   
 
Commissioner Holton asked if two-year terms could be considered. Town Manager Welch stated 
that would cause an election to be held every year. Town Manager Welch stated in the four-year 
staggered term scenario, the election in November of 2023 would allow the beginning of the four-
year staggered terms.  Mecklenburg County Board of Elections would then continue to hold Mint 
Hill elections on the odd years. 
 
Mayor Simmons added, if the Board decided to move forward, the November 2023 election results 
would spell out which members (the highest vote getters) would be elected to the first four-year 

https://cms5.revize.com/revize/minthillnc/Document_Center/Department/Planning/Preliminary/ZC22-1%20Whndam%20Whels%20Rezoning%20App.pdf


terms.  In 2025, the mayor and the two commissioners (most likely the bottom two vote getters) 
would come up for re-election and then would be assigned to a four-year term.   
 
Commissioner Holton asked how many municipalities in North Carolina had a four-year term.  
Town Attorney Bringewatt and Town Manager Welch stated they were not sure how many 
municipalities in North Carolina had a four-year term, but the Towns of Pineville and Harrisburg 
had navigated to four-year staggered terms.   
 
Mayor Simmons asked to have the process defined. Town Attorney Bringewatt and Town Manager 
Welch stated the first step would be to declare the intent of the Board at the July meeting. Then to 
advertise for public input for the August meeting. In September, the Board would vote to consider 
amending the Town Charter. A draft ordinance would be available for public inspection ahead of 
the public input period.  
 
Commissioner Dalton asked about the timeframe. Town Manager Welch stated it would not 
disrupt the 2023 elections as all positions would be placed on the ballot.   
 
Mayor Simmons stated the costs associated with campaigning/elections along with the continuity 
of the Board were factors leading to this discussion. The Town of Cornelius Board of 
Commissioners had completely changed hands and it had been a learning curve for the entire 
board.   
 
Commissioner Henderson asked for the terms to be clarified. Town Manager Welch stated the 
2023 election would produce two commissioners that would serve four-year terms. In 2025, the 
mayor and two commissioners would be elected to a four-year term.   
 
Commissioners Long, Dalton, Holton and Henderson agreed the topic warranted more discussion.   
 
Town Attorney Bringewatt suggested placing a chart and wording online for public review in 
addition to the legal draft ordinance.   
 
Commissioner Holton said he knew the benefits of changing (e.g. continuity, less time 
campaigning) but he asked about any negative repercussions.  Town Manager Welch stated Town 
Staff would not offer opinions but instead provide information to the Board so they could make an 
informed decision. 
 
By consensus, with no further discussion, the Board asked Staff to move forward. 
 
Appointments to the Planning Board:  By consensus of the Board, this item was deferred until 
July 14, 2022. 
 
Other Business/Council Matters: Commissioner Holton reminded everyone of the Family Fun 
Night on June 18, 2022, at Veterans Park. Groove Machine would be performing, and the Mint 
Hill Fire Department would be spraying water for the children.   
 



Commissioner Dalton stated the Mint Hill Chamber of Commerce would meet at Olde Sycamore 
on June 21st from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.; he asked interested parties to call the Chamber to make 
reservations.  Commissioner Dalton said the Mint Hill Chamber of Commerce would be hosting a 
Coffee Connection at the Cadence Senior Living Center on July 1, 2022, from 8 a.m.-9 a.m.  
Commissioner Dalton attended the CARTPO meeting on May 18, 2022; the NCDOT was 
underfunded by eight billion dollars and were looking into alternate funding sources. 
Commissioner Dalton attended the Memorial Day service at Veterans Park. Commissioner Dalton 
thanked Mint Hill Public Works and NCDOT for the signs erected at the roundabout at Lawyers 
and Bain School Roads. Commissioner Dalton thanked and commended Town Manager Welch 
for keeping the tax rate the same.   
 
Commissioner Henderson applauded the successes of the Mint Hill Police regarding crime.  
Violent crime and property crime were down and the MHPD was providing quality police services 
to the Town of Mint Hill. Commissioner Henderson stated the Greater Area Habitat for Humanity 
had received a block grant to support critical home repairs for Mint Hill residents beginning in 
July. Commissioner Henderson also attended the Memorial Day ceremony, hosted by the 
American Legion, at Veterans Park. 
 
Mayor Simmons sent condolences to the family of former Commissioner Donald Ray Blackburn 
(1977-1985) as he had passed away. Mayor Simmons stated Bain Elementary had hosted field day 
where the Mint Hill Fire Department had sprayed the children with water. Mayor Simmons said 
the numbers from the Mint Hill Fire and Police Department were looking good.  Mayor Simmons 
stated he had the privilege of puffing out his chest as the staff of the Town of Mint Hill was better 
than other towns.  Mayor Simmons stated Mint Hill was second to none in the county, region and 
state. 
 
Adjournment: Upon the motion of Commissioner Long, seconded by Commissioner Dalton, the 
Board unanimously agreed the meeting be adjourned. Mayor Simmons adjourned the meeting at 
7:26 p.m. 
 
      
Michelle Wells, CMC, Town Clerk 


